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China and EU: Avoiding 
unnecessary divergences; 
seeking new convergences!
China-EU Relations Conference



China-EU relations at a crossroads

• Geopolitical and geoeconomics tensions and confrontation: US-China; US/EU/NATO-Russia on 
Ukraine War; 

• Gaza conflict and the threat of major escalation;

• WW3 is a real peril, while the multilateral system and particularly UNSC is blocked;

• Coming out from Covid19 overall economic recovery still weak major competition to access their 
markets, namely the Global South;

• The economic rise of India, Indonesia…(BRICS)

• Tensions in the South China sea (what extent?)! Negative blocs and alliances are being built with 
confrontation in mind , not cooperation! ( Like minded countries?) containing China.

• In the meantime, terrorism and other major traditional and non-traditional global threats are still strong



Current EU approach to China
Cooperation, competition and strategic rivalry!

• The European Union and China are committed to a comprehensive strategic 
partnership. The balance of challenges and opportunities presented by China 
has shitted over time. At the same time, the EU and China should work 
together more closely to tackled global and regional challenges and remain 
committed to engagement. We are two of three largest economies and traders 
in the world. Therefore, ensuring reciprocity, achieving a level-playing field, 
and addressing asymmetries in the relationship is a matter of priority! (EEAS, 
15.08.2023), accessed today 19.03.2023!

• EU’s China Policy is defined by “Elements for a new EU Strategy on China”, 
“Council conclusions EU Strategy on China” and the 2019 “EU-Strategic 
Outlook”!

•  



Competition and Rivalry> Cooperation!

• Subsidies investigation of 
Chinese EV cars (2023)

However…

See reference

European Economic Security (June, 2023) and 
EES package (Jan, 2024)

CAI still frozen

Unfulfilled expectations on China’s role in regard 
to Russia/Ukraine conflict 

The overall rhetoric of confrontation is conducive 
to  further misunderstandings and confrontations



Current China approach to the EU

• Keeping the comprehensive strategic partnership

• Concerns about developments in the EU, namely its position vis-a-vis China 
and trying to understand the ambiguity and contradictions of its current 
approach and how it will reflect in future trade, investment and cooperation in 
general

• Showing signs of more openness and welcoming more european investments 
and visitations to Chinese: market access and visa free policy

• Expectations in regard to CAI seen as a win-win agreement



Conclusions
Avoiding unnecessary divergences, seeking new convergences

• China and EU have long standing relations that had been peaceful and mutually beneficial

• Both China and EU have been going some important changes that represents challenges to both 
parties and could have severe negative impact in their future relations

• Some of those challenges are the result of the ongoing geopolitical tensions and confrontations; 
but there is one that is structural and has to do with the fact that China has grown in the last 50 
years to becomes one of the two most important powers in the world (comprehensive power)

• A balance relation requires the EU to take that into consideration

• Dialogue is of fundamental importance and also is important that in the geopolitical sense the EU 
and China cooperates to bring peace, stability and security to the Eurasian landmass! To 
deepen mutual knowledge is crucial to the process of building mutual understanding and trust!
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Thank you very much!
Muito obrigado!
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